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I tell these stories for several reasons. From the start, my work in libraries has been in 
a thoughtful community of practice, with people welcoming me to reflect on our shared 
values and the necessity to take action. I want to honor the library workers who showed me 
what libraries could do with their communities.

And although there were absolutely complex ideas and theoretical approaches behind 
this work, I was a pretty low-level worker or volunteer, contributing in the hourly way that 
I could. I didn’t have to have read Judith Butler in order to catalog queer zines at ZAPP. I 
didn’t have to have a deep understanding of white supremacy or know the full history of 
segregation in public schools in order to help build a display about the Chicano student 
walkouts in 1970s Los Angeles. Later, when I learned more about gender theory and ethnic 
studies, of course it helped my understanding, which then continued to inform my practice. 
But there were so many places to get started in the thinking through the doing. So critical 
librarianship could look like the Jefferson County Library District Teen Book Club that 
welcomes young people to read and discuss books exploring social identities, and the work 
that youth librarian Lorene Forman does to support those young people as they explore 
what to do in their community. This book club, dedicated to “books, kindness, and inclu-
sion,” creates a space for youth to explore stories they hadn’t found yet and to build the trust 
needed for rich discussion. Finally, it gives them the space to think about what their com-
munity needs, and what they themselves can do about it. 

More than social awareness, critical librarianship seeks social justice. Part of the chal-
lenge in getting started is that there is no single way to do it. There is no checklist for praxis, 
no solution that works for every community. But my experience has taught me that this 
work happens in community. There are always people to learn from (and with) and work to 
be done, and there is room for all of us here. 
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