
RESULTS 

The completed presentations were delivered to second year students in the 1999 fall 

semester. After conclusion of the course, a survey of the students was performed. The 

questions gave the authors feedback on how the students received and understood the 

new lecture and lab material format. Approximately 36 per cent of the students had 

dispensing experience prior to taking the course and their responses were analyzed 

separately. 
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Eighty-eight percent of those with no prior experience and 86 percent of those with 

dispensing experience said they were moderately to highly motivated with respect to 

studying dispensing before taking the course. Most students began the course with a good 

attitude toward ophthalmic dispensing. 
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Students were also asked to rate "How helpful did you think the PowerPoint lectures 

were?" They generally liked the format of lectures with nearly 81 percent of those with 

no prior dispensing experience and 90 percent of experienced students rated helpfulness 

of the PowerPoint® slide shows as five or more on the 10 point scale. 
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Ninety-four percent of those with no prior experience and 71 per cent of experienced 

students rated the quality of the Power Point presentations as five or more out of ten. 
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When asked: "Do you feel these notes could help you train a tech (optometric technician) 

in your future office about dispensing?" 78 percent of inexperienced and 71 percent of 

experienced students gave scores of five or more. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

This thesis project provides students and faculty at Pacific with a valuable resource for 

teaching ophthalmic dispensing. In the course of the project, the authors learned how to 

develop computer-based course material suitable for graduate level students. 
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We hope that the results of this project will serve as an enduring contribution to the 

education of students at Pacific University College of Optometry. All materials produced 

as a part of this project are available on WebCT at: http://webct.pacificu.edu:8900. 
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